The author also comments on the Pulitzer Prize-winning play Angels in America, written by a gay Jewish man, Tony Kushner. Even though Angels is being touted as an AIDS play, it is replete with Jewish characters, questions about assimilation, and Jewish .self loathing as exhibited by the lead char acter Roy Cohn. The play derives from a long tradition of Jewish avant-garde writing dealing with the nature of Jew ish identity. For this reason, the author uses Angels to make a case against censoring gay themes in Judaica col lections. Jewish literature throughout the ages has had a transgressive bent, and gay themes must be read in this context and viewed by Jews as legiti mate literary material worthy of read ing by Jewish communities. (June 22, 1993) When Jews write the truths of our lives, the world cracks open, pushing the pre tense of gentility aside. Writing that trans gression is about survival in a hostile world and surviving beyond invisibility. To transgress is to dare to name a truth that no one wants to hear. When Elie Wiesel whispered into President Clinton's ear that he had been to Bosnia and he could not sleep, he transgressed and spoke a truth that no one wanted to hear. When African/ Jewish-American lawyer Lani Guinier wrote that the Voting Rights Act was not a remedy for inequality in voting, she too transgressed the borders of permissible speech.
*A slightly different version of this talk was presented at the 28th Annual Convention of the Association of Jewish Libraries
Saturday evening I sat in the Walter Kerr the atre listening to the character of Rabbi Isidor Chemelwitz speaking at the funeral of Sarah lronson. As the Rabbi spoke, I started to cry. I thought of my 98-year-old grandfather, born in a shtetl in Russia; he, too, would be nodding his head in agree ment. For three-and-a-half hours, I watched the 1993 Pulitzer Prize-winning play, Angels in America, by Tony Kushner. Angels is a very Jewish play, although from all the promotional hype, one would never know it. Angels is about assimila tion and the self-loathing of Diaspora Jews; it is about the abandonment of a moral vision.
As I listened to the Rabbi's words, I shud dered. I knew that this play might never make it onto the shelves of most Jewish libraries, no matter how many grand prizes it wins, because it is also a play about AIDS and homosexuality. Instead, Angels will be reduced in meaning and stature because its characters wrestle with sexual preference. But this is a play of our times. And in every generation there are questions that need to be asked and doors that need to be opened. Each generation of Jews asks the questions for those who follow; our survival depends on this truthtelling.
So Angels In America becomes a form of god-wrestling. Tony Kushner wrestles with belief and disbelief, faith and abandon ment, in the exact same way that Abra ham wrestled with his faith as he prepared to abandon Isaac on the altar. Kushner's voice is young, gay, brilliant, and Jewish; the questions he asks belong to all of us. His writings are not sexual orgies or glorifications of sexual promis cuity. Angels In America is about lost Jew ish souls searching for a place to call home. Jews today must know Kushner's work. This kind of arbitrariness has been used against us as Jews, and we can ill afford to use it against ourselves and our chil dren, for gay and lesbian Jews are writing about Jewish identity in profoundly signifi cant ways. Like our parents and grand parents before us, we inherited the status of outsiders; we, too, have insight into the questions of identity and cultural preser vation. In the end, the consequence of excluding writings by gay and lesbian Jews is to deny that such Jews exist in our own families, that they are our broth ers, sisters, aunts, and uncles-our rab bis, as well as our teachers-and they are our children. Sometimes, gay and les bian Jews are even our parents. And so, to deny information, stories, essays, plays, and poetry about lesbian and gay Jews is to create silence and isolation within the Jewish family. In the end, the act of censoring bibliographies and books by and about gay Jews distorts the reality of our lives while continuing to perpetuate a lie. 
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